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Love is in the
air: why the
Algarve is a
perfect scenario
for weddings
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The southernmost part of Portugal, Algarve sets a romantic posh scenario for any wedding.
A place overlooking the Atlantic Ocean where you cannot escape a “Mediterranean” feel
all around, with over 300 days of sunshine and a mild climate, Algarve is the place where
dreams can come true for those who want to remember their big day forever.
The region’s 200 km of beaches holds some of the most breathtaking sunsets you can
imagine, a perfect background to say, “I do” and take some stunning photos.
At the west point there is Sagres and Costa Vicentina (Vicentina coast), featuring the most
famous sunset in Europe, at Cape St. Vincent.
Drive east and find secluded beaches surrounded by colourful cliffs of unique shapes and
golden shades, and the vibrant blue waters will follow the visitors all the way.
Great extensions of white sand take over the landscape in the east and if if the happy couple
wants to take a boat to romance in deserted islands, not accessible by car or foot, your
destination is Ria Formosa.
And that’s not all: Algarve is a land with incredible nature and diverse landscapes,
remarkable golf courses, quality cuisine, wines, spas, thermal treatments, theme parks for all
the guests and different accommodation options.
Natural parks, mountains and abundant wildlife wrap up the menu for the wedding party to
enjoy before and after the big day.
Algarve is only a short flight away from most European cities and can be easily reached from
the USA, Asia and Africa.

Pick a seat, eat,
drink and be
married:
a venue to
celebrate the best
day of your life
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Saying “I do” to the love of your life is something worth celebrating in style, with a romantic
ceremony and a fancy party for friends and family.
Algarve has something for every taste, be it a small, intimate happening or a lavish
celebration, and the region’s hotels are on the frontline of wedding planning, taking
advantage of their long experience.
But the region has more to offer: a golf course wedding, a party in a winery dotted with
statues, a celebration in an old convent or a dolphin-themed wedding, featuring the
animals themselves.
If you add Algarve’s good weather, great food and hight quality staff, the result can only be a
unique and unforgettable way to start a live together.

Anantara Vilamoura
Anantara Vilamoura, located at the resort with the same name, ensures a wedding
with a “Mediterranean romance”, starring Algarve´s natural beauty and the hotel’s
exclusive experiences.
The hotel boasts of several spaces to accommodate different sized celebrations, including
terraces, gardens and a cascade.
Anantara Vilamoura´s wedding offers also include diverse menus and dedicated assistance
throughout the whole planning and celebration.

Cascade Resort
Picturesque Lagos sets a romantic backdrop for a wedding in Cascade Wellness Resort. With
lush surroundings and a cliff top location, overlooking Ponta da Piedade, the resort has a
vast offer for any kind of wedding.
Cascade Resort provides all the services needed for the big day and more: a relaxing day for
the bridesmaids and groomsmen, an intimate dinner for two before the wedding and special
offers for small celebrations.
Elopements and small weddings are also on the menu at Cascade Resort.

Castro Marim Golfe & Country Club
Castro Marim Golfe & Country Club, in Castro Marim, can accommodate up to 200 guests in
its clubhouse, ensuring stunning wedding photos, set against the golf course’s backdrop.
The country club offers a choice of menus, different floor plans, flowers, music and
other services.
A terrace, with fabulous views of the Atlantic Ocean and the Guadiana River, is the perfect
setting for guests to mingle with drinks and canapés, counting on the venue’s team to help
organise a smooth celebration.

Epic Sana Algarve
Falésia Beach’s dramatic scenario houses Epic Sana Algarve, an 8-hectare resort that can
cater to different concepts and sizes.
This enchanted 5-star venue has everything a bride and groom need for the big day, with
lush gardens and an infinite ocean view that will make all pictures unforgettable.
The menu is based on local gastronomy, with selected wines, and the hotel can
accommodate guests and spoil them with relaxing activities at the spa.
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Grande Real Santa Eulália
5-star Grande Real Santa Eulália, in Albufeira, is fronted by Santa Eulália Beach, a perfect
location for a ceremony and some really romantic wedding photographs on the seashore.
The venue houses restaurants, gardens and other facilities that can be changed and adapted
for a wedding, which can be held at the beach, with the help of the hotel’s wedding planners.
The hotel can also accommodate guests and treat them, as well as the bride and groom, with
a spa day and day after activities.

Hilton Vilamoura As Cascatas
At Hilton Vilamoura As Cascatas in the charming boat themed Vilamoura, the wedding
party can count on a dedicated coordinator that will put together a tailor made celebration,
featuring a honeymoon suite, catering and spa.
The party can be held in indoor and outdoor venues, like the romantic garden space, a
waterfall-filled patio area or an elegant ballroom.
The hotel also offers other services like photo and video, wedding cake, decoration and
entertainment, among others.

Hotel Dona Filipa
Dona Filipa Hotel stands at the posh Vale do Lobo Resort, with a lush surrounding of
extravagant gardens, sprawling golf courses, and, obviously, the romantic Atlantic Ocean.
With all these attractions, the unit is a perfect venue for any wedding.
The hotel promises a range of solutions for all desires, with an experienced wedding team on
hand to help with various options for ceremonies, dining, cocktail receptions and menus.
Dona Filipa Hotel can welcome wedding parties of two to two hundred and offer an extensive
range of flexible banqueting options catered especially for the big day.
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Hotel Faro
In Hotel Faro the professional team boasts of a decade of experience and that can make a
difference in planning a wedding.
The hotel sits neatly in Algarve’s capital, overlooking Ria Formosa, and offers a restaurant
that can cater up to 150 people, with special menus and a personalised menu, that is a mix
of traditional and modern flavours.
Hotel Faro can accommodate the wedding party in its 90 rooms, including three suites, one
of which can be used by the bride and groom.

Hotel Quinta do Lago
Hotel Quinta do Lago stands next to Ria Formosa Natural Park, in Almancil, and is a fabulous
scenario for any wedding, with great lush gardens and a gazebo for the ceremony.
The great São Lourenço Room is often used for the wedding party, with all amenities, and with
good weather the bride and groom can choose the terrace to hold all the planned festivities.
The hotel also has decoration and catering services, as well as accommodation, spa and golf.

Martinhal Beach Resort & Hotel
Martinhal Beach Resort & Hotel, in Sagres, has a refined atmosphere and ensures great
service, to make all dreams come true.
The hotel ensures an English-speaking priest, for those wishing to hold a religious wedding
and has all the directions for a civil wedding also.
Martinhal offers several venues, indoor and outdoor, for all types of weddings as well as the
necessary services, like catering, and accommodation, with a specialised team ready to help
with every need.

6

Monte Rei Golf & Country Club
Monte Rei Golf & Country Club, neatly placed in eastern Algarve, close to some famous
beaches, like Cacela and Monte Gordo, is an exclusive residential community, sprawling over
1000 acres of countryside.
The resort’s wedding options include award-winning Executive Chef Rui Silvestre at Monte Rei (Vista
Restaurant), a Michelin Star chef, with an international career in France, Hungary & Switzerland.
Monte Rei Golf & Country Club has all that’s necessary for a traditional or modern ceremony,
intimate or extravagant, including indoor and outdoor spaces.

Penina Hotel
With sprawling 360 acres of manicured grounds, Portimão-based Penina Hotel & Golf Resort
has a detailed wedding offer available.
A beach ceremony is always on the horizon, but something more traditional, at the
restaurant, by the pool or in one of the luxury function suites.
The hotel boasts of a complete mix of experiences, including all sorts of menu selections,
decoration and itineraries, entertainment, invitations and everything a wedding is
supposed to have.

Pestana Alvor Praia
Pestana Alvor Praia, located near famous Três Irmãos beach, offers 5-star facilities for any
wedding, as well as Pestana group’s services for the celebration.
The hotel’s vast gardens are perfect for any ceremony or photo shoot, and for smaller
weddings the unit’s restaurants can cater to every need.
Pestana Alvor Praia also offers catering, decoration, standard civil/religious ceremonies and
other treats.
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Pestana Viking
Pestana Viking sits at popular Rocha beach, a great scenario to host a romantic ceremony,
at the Tapas room.
This indoor venue’s low and vaulted ceilings, romantic columns and full soundproofing are ideal for
a party and Pestana group’s services are available for guests as well as the bride and groom.
The hotel can also host the civil ceremony in its gardens, with a great Atlantic Ocean view and
offers all necessary services to the celebration, like music, transport, decoration and catering.

Pine Cliffs
The luxurious Pine Cliffs, in Albufeira, offers fantastic sea views and a whole range of
accommodation options, perfect for any kind of celebration.
A dedicated wedding planning team is always on site, to help put together any bride and
groom’s dream wedding, with exclusivity available upon request, menu tastings, a signature
wedding cake and other treats.
The hotel’s design, with a local influence, has a romantic vibe all around, with an elegant touch
shown by the well-kept garden areas, one of many venues available for a wedding ceremony.

Pinheiros Altos Golf Resort
Pinheiros Altos Golf Resort, at the heart of Ria Formosa’s natural reserve, is definitely a different
place to hold a wedding, in an exclusive venue, five minutes away from some great beaches.
The wedding party can expect a one of a kind venue, overlooking the sprawling golf course
and Ria Formosa, with a beautiful sunset.
In Pinheiros Altos Golf Resort the ceremony, celebration and party can be held at the same
place, with the help of an experienced team and all the necessary services.
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Quinta do Lago Resort
Quinta do Lago Resort is neatly placed within Ria Formosa nature reserve and boasts of
award-winning real estate, top-notch restaurants, sports hub, boutique hotel and a golden
sand beach, all surrounded by three award-winning golf courses.
For a classy wedding, this resort can cater to all types of events, from small to posh,
luxurious celebrations, with a team that can make any dream wedding come true.
Ocean view, golf front, nature park and other ceremonies are available, with options for
anniversaries, engagement parties, wedding proposals and other occasions.

Quinta dos Vales
Quinta dos Vales is a classic winery, in Estombar, Lagoa, known for its award-winning
wine and unique sculptures scattered around the estate, ensuring a unique scenery for an
unforgettable wedding.
This venue can accommodate the ceremony in one of several venues, surrounded by
vineyard slopes that are the perfect scenario for the big day, both at an outdoor or
indoor party.
Quinta dos Vales has a lot of experience in wedding planning and its offer has everything
needed to hold an unforgettable event, with a specialised team, food, drink, catering and
lots of space. The winery also offers a unique experience, for the wedding couple to create a
whole barrel of their own wine, made to their preferences for the big day.

Tivoli Carvoeiro
Tivoli Carvoeiro, overlooking the sea near the worldwide famous Carvoeiro beach, is well
equipped to host any celebration, with a capacity for groups of up to 900.
Attendees can take a boat trip along the coast, exploring sea caves and grottoes, and may
even spot a dolphin or walk the Seven Hanging Valleys Trail.
The clifftop pergola, with a privileged view of the ocean, makes for a spectacular
wedding venue.
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Tivoli Marina Portimão
Tivoli Marina Portimão has a privileged view over the luxury boats that dot the landscape
of the marina.
The hotel can host a wedding in style with 150 guest capacity at the Aqua Lounge, with a
fabulous view of the Arade River, and its dedicated staff will look after every need of the
wedding party.
Tivoli Marina Portimão’s offers all necessary services for the big day, including makeup,
hairdresser, photographer and, of course, the menu.

Ria Park Hotel and Ria Park Garden
The 5-star Ria Park Hotel, in posh Vale do Lobo, Almancil, and 4-star Ria Park Garden, neatly
placed between this luxury resort and Quinta do Lago, offer luxury accommodation and one of a
kind outdoor & indoor spaces to host unforgettable and private events for up to 800 guests.
The hotels can host different types of events and can accommodate a more traditional party, in
a banquet hall or set the celebration at the restaurant terrace or next to the swimming pool.
Catering, decoration, spa and other amenities are also available, as well as accommodation
for the wedding party.

Tivoli Marina Vilamoura
Tivoli Marina Vilamoura is a 5-star resort overlooking the always busy and yacht-packed
marina and Vilamoura´s beautiful beach.
The hotel, attached to Algarve Congress Centre, also boasts of an offer fit for any wedding party.
Tivoli Marina Vilamoura’s garden’s centrepiece is a small lake, close to a sidewalk with a
privileged view of the ocean, that is lovely for weddings. The hotel houses several spaces for
all kinds of celebrations.
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Vale das Oliveiras
Vale das Oliveiras sprawls across a large terrain between Carvoeiro and Ferragudo, a few
minutes away from some of the best beaches in the Algarve.
The resort’s wedding offer includes an experienced team, with a discreet and professional
service, that leaves nothing to chance.
Weddings at Vale das Oliveiras are tailor-made, with handpicked suppliers and partners that
provide high quality services, like florist, photography and video, cake designers, spa, music,
special menus and other treats.

Vidamar
A few minutes away from Salgados beach, in popular Albufeira, Vidamar Algarve’s detailed
wedding offers ensure that the big day goes as smoothly as possible.
The resort’s team have years of expertise entirely devoted to making dreams come true,
taking advantage of the great facilities both for the celebration and accommodation.
Vidamar’s wedding package can include a ceremony by the seaside, between the beach and
the gazebo and a secret tropical garden, a wide selection of menus and other treats.

Vila Galé Albacora
Once a fishing village, with its own chapel, Vila Galé Albacora, in Tavira, promises to organise
a hassle-free wedding, with all the perks and none of the stress.
The hotel’s programs may include wellness treatments, a bachelorette party, ceremony (civil
or religious), the reception, wedding night and honeymoon stay, as well as accommodation
for the guests.
Vila Galé Albacora can offer menus that are both diverse and high-quality, and other
services, like decoration, photography, video or others fit for the occasion, arranged with
partner companies.
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Vila Vita Parc
Set in charming Porches, Vila Vita Parc is like an enchanted land, with a romantic
atmosphere, that sets the tone for a truly memorable occasion.
This five-star resort is equipped with everything needed for an unforgettable wedding
celebration, including magical coastal cliffs and blue Atlantic waters, that provide a scenic
backdrop for photographs.
The experienced staff will ensure every event is seamless, with world-class cuisine and
various venues.
Vila Vita Parc boasts of a two-Michelin star restaurant overlooking the ocean and can host a
big large lavish celebration, or a low-key, intimate wedding.

Beach Weddings
Algarve´s 200 km of beaches mean that any couple wishing to get married at the region can
choose one of many offers from hotels and other venues and hold a beach ceremony. Some
of our suggested venues have such offers, mostly hotels close to beaches themselves, and
ensure all the planning necessary for an unforgettable ceremony, with stunning ocean views
and feet on the sand.

Special places
Taking control of an entire village on the wedding day, getting married on a golf course
or having a party featuring dolphins, are some of the perks offered by the region.
Algarve´s special places also include old convents, a chapel on a clifftop and imponent,
old cathedrals.

12

Aldeia da Pedralva - Slow Village
Aldeia de Pedralva calls itself a “slow village” and is a unique site to hold an unforgettable
wedding. During the big day, the bride and groom are the lords of the village and the
guests are villagers to cheer them on.
The village, a rural small town near Vila do Bispo, was once nearly deserted but is now a
bustling touristic spot, after the reconstruction of its houses.
Aldeia da Pedralva’s wedding offer includes catering, accommodation, decoration and extra
activities, such as hiking, bird and dolphin watching or diving.

Benamor
Benamor Golf is a sprawling 18-hole golf course a few kilometres east of the ancient city of
Tavira, with some of the best mountain and sea views the Algarve has to offer.
Banamor is a unique place to hold a wedding, ensuring not only privileged views to a great
landscape, but also great staff.
Benamor Golf’s restaurant has a cosy and elegant ambience, where guests can relax,
boasting of a 120 people capacity and a terrace. The bride and groom can count on a varied
menu and the support of the course’s chef.

Ermida de Nossa
Senhora da Rocha
Built on a vertiginous clifftop, close to Nossa Senhora da Rocha Beach, Ermida de Nossa
Senhora da Rocha chapel stands in a place that used to house a military fortress, a magical
place to get married.
The present building was built around the 15th and 16th centuries, but the chapel has older
features, that suggest an earlier occupation.
Inside the building, there is a 16th century statue of Our Lady with Child, and a
Mannerist altarpiece.
13

Pousada de Estoi
A 19th century rebuilt French-style palace, Pousada de Estoi is part of the historic hotel
network in Portugal and sets a definitely romantic setting for any wedding.
The building is a mix of Neoclassical, Neorococó and Art Nouveau features, including its
salons, which now feature more classic furniture and a new colour palette that harmonises
with the frescoes on the wall and ceiling.
This magical venue offers the palace’s main building houses the public areas for any
celebration: the restaurant, bar, chapel and three living rooms.
The outside area with its pool and gardens designed in the style of Versailles, is on a
property that extends for nearly four hectares.
Portugal’s historic venues offer regional sophisticated gastronomy, wedding night for the
bride and groom and other amenities.

Pousada de Sagres
Another of Algarve’s classical venues, Pousada de Sagres is located in Sagres Village, 5
minutes away from the beach, with privileged views of Sagres Fortress and Cabo de São
Vicente Headlight, and boasts of magnificent natural surroundings.
This Pousada offers the possibility to perform a civil ceremony by the cliffs and serve a
cocktail by the pool.
The bride and groom can rent the whole restaurant to throw an epic party for family and
friends, with various rooms, allowing for different environments.
Like other Pousadas, Sagres offers regional sophisticated gastronomy, wedding night for the
bride and groom and other amenities
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Pousada do Convento de Tavira
Pousada do Convento de Tavira is strategically placed in the centre of the city of Tavira, in an
old 16th century convent with a lush garden and relaxing cloisters.
This historical venue is located next to some very romantic beaches and the charming Tavira
and is a perfect setting for a wedding.
One of Portugal’s historical venues, Pousada do Convento de Tavira offers regional
gastronomy, wedding night, late check out and other amenities.

Sé Catedral de Faro
An imponent building inside Faro’s ancient walls, Sé Catedral de Faro is an impressive place
to hold a wedding.
The cathedral was built in the Gothic style, with a renaissance interior and a baroque
decoration, after the city of Faro was taken from the Moors in 1249 and is located on a site
that used to house a Roman temple and, later, a Muslim mosque.
This majestic building’s interior was later rebuilt in Mannerist style during the 17th century
and enriched with several works in gilded carving and a baroque pipe organ that dates back
from 1715. The cathedral’s interior holds some of the most valuable artistic ensembles of the
17th and 18th centuries in the region, including the altarpiece, the chancel of the main chapel.

Sé de Silves
Towering over Silves’s centre, Sé de Silves (Silves Cathedral) stands, since the 13th century,
on what was probably the site of an old Mosque.
An unforgettable church to hold a wedding, the Cathedral was built in a Gothic style, with a
floor plan in the shape of a Latin cross.
One of the cathedral’s sources of interest is the chancel which was built at the end of the
15th century in the Manueline style.
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Vila Monte Farm House
Located in Moncarapacho, Vila Monte Farm House’s rural ambience sets the mood for a
more bohemian chic wedding venue choice, with a genuine atmosphere and one of a kind
elements, inspired by Algarve’s traditions.
The hotel offers a different, romantic scenario, with exclusive menus and a professional,
dedicated team to take care of all details for the big day.
Vila Monte Farm House can accommodate different types of celebrations, with or without
accommodation, at the Laranjal restaurant, hall and terrace and other facilities.

Zoomarine
Zoomarine is definitely a unique venue for a wedding, especially if the bride and groom are
dolphin lovers.
The animals feature in many of Zoomarine’s celebration offers, including Dolphin’s Tropical
Bay, an amazing place for ceremonies and cocktails, a wedding proposal blessed by these
fun-loving mammals and a photographic session featuring dolphins.
Zoomarine also boasts of a spacious and bright dining room with the capacity for 800
people and accommodation choices with partner hotels.
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Love in many
forms: wedding
vow renewals,
elopements,
engagements
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We’ve all read a novel that features a couple eloping to get married, normally due to opposing
families. But modern elopements mean something a little different. Two people getting
married, in an intimate, spontaneous ceremony, that can make for unforgettable memories.
Algarve’s hotels and venues are prepared for these celebrations and can help in organising
the best day of a couple’s life even if it’s in a less conventional manner, with tailor-made
options, food and other services.
Wedding vow renewals and engagements also feature in Algarve’s love celebration menus,
and there is ample experience and romantic scenarios to have a celebration, get those
breathtaking photos and party all night.
Hotels, golf courses, historical venues and other sites are a good choice to hold any
wedding related events and local event companies can also help sift through the ample
offer that exists in the region.
There is local expertise in wedding planning, for those who prefer to leave it to professionals.
The company Algarve Wedding Planners is one of the first professional wedding planners in
the Algarve, working with a professional team, to ensure the happy couple a day that they
will remember for the rest of their lives.
The company will follow closely the bride and groom’s wishes, giving them the opportunity to
sit back and enjoy the preparations.

It’s official: legal
requirements to
get married in
the Algarve

A wedding in the Algarve is bound by Portuguese laws and regulations and starts when
the engaged couple go to a civil registry office and declare their will to get married. They
may also do it online, but this option is only reserved for those more than 18 years old and
holding a Portuguese Citizen Card.
According to official information, that can be found at https://eportugal.gov.pt/en/servicos/
iniciar-o-processo-de-casamento, in the marriage process, the engaged couple may also be
represented by their representatives with special powers. The process is concluded with the
registry office’s order which authorises or refutes the marriage.

The marriage process
can be initiated by:
The individuals who intend to get married or by their representatives with special powers
the priest or religious minister of a church or religious community established in Portugal,
through a request.

Who can get married?
Anyone over 16 years old. Civilian same sex marriages are legal and share the same rules.
However, if any of the engaged parties is not 18 years old yet, the parents or guardian’s
authorisation is necessary, and may be waivered by the civil registry office.
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The marriage process
can be initiated:
~ Online, at the Civil Online website, if you hold a Citizen Card.
~ In person, at any civil registry office.
~ The service can be scheduled at certain offices.

Documents needed:
~ Citizen Card or identity document.
~ A prenuptial agreement certificate, if it has been prepared at a notary office.
If the engaged party is under 18 years old
~ The authorisation of the parents or of the individual who legally represents the minor.

If the engaged party is foreign:
~ Passport or residence permit
~ Birth certificate (certified and translated into Portuguese, if the original certificate was
written in a foreign language)
~ Affidavit of eligibility to marry, if the home country of the foreign engaged party
issues this certificate.

In case of online request:
~ Citizen Card, with an activated authentication certificate
~ A pin code for the Card’s authentication
~ A compatible card reader
If the engaged couple is represented by their representatives, it is necessary to submit the
power of attorney
The power of attorney must identify the other engaged party (with the name, age, place of
birth, usual residence and parentage) and indicate the property scheme and the marriage
modality (civil, catholic or civil in a religious way). It can be attained through:
~ An authenticated document
~ A public instrument (power of attorney written by a notary or by a Portuguese consulate officer)
~ A document signed by the represented, with a presential signature recognition.

How much does it cost?
The cost of the marriage process and registry is 120 euros.
This amount includes the process before the marriage and the registry carried out after the marriage.
The cost of the marriage process and registry will be 200 euros if the choice is to get
married on a Saturday, Sunday or holiday or on a business day, outside the registry office or
at the registry office but outside the operating hours.
In these cases, the couple must ensure the transport and pay for the travelling costs of the registrar.
However, if, by law, the marriage is deemed as urgent, only the cost of 120 euros will be charged.

Prenuptial agreement:
If the couple wishes to write a prenuptial agreement, besides the marriage process and
registry costs indicated above, they will have to pay extra costs that can be found here:
https://eportugal.gov.pt/en/servicos/iniciar-o-processo-de-casamento.
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Initiating the process
It can be started:

On location
The process is initiated when the engaged couple declares their will to get married, at a civil
registry office or online.
In this declaration, the engaged couple must indicate:
~ The marriage modality (civil, catholic or civil in a religious way, i.e. for other religions);
~ A matrimonial property scheme;
~ The place, day and hour of the marriage.
If, after the process is assessed, the registry office concludes that no impediments are
observed, the marriage is authorised. If the marriage is not authorised, the engaged couple
is notified personally or through a registered letter.

Online
One of the engaged parties accesses Civil Online > Marriage, signs up with the Citizen Card
and submits the request.
In this case, the individual must be over 18 years old, be Portuguese or Brazilian with the
general rights and duties equality status and hold a Citizen Card.
When the message that the request has been submitted is received, the other engaged party
may also access Civil Online > Marriage, sign up with its Citizen Card and confirm the request.
The request is sent to the chosen registry office and the engaged couple is notified of the
process’s progress.
However, it is not possible to prepare prenuptial agreements online and if the engaged
couple wishes to prepare such an agreement, they must go to the civil registry office or to a
notary office.
For more details about this and other processes go to https://irn.justica.gov.pt/en-gb/.
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The after party:
Algarve´s other
alluring features
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A wedding can be exhausting for the couple as well as the families and friends. To unwind
from all that planning stress, the Algarve has a lot to offer to all of them.
The region is framed by some of the world’s best beaches, dotted with charming hotels,
restaurants and other spots worth a stop.
Try some seafood, with the famous fish stew or “caldeirada” and learn how to cook
“cataplana” (seafood steamed in a traditional pan). Sweet treats, and tasty desserts also
feature on the menu, as well as some high-quality local wine.

Restaurants
Algarve’s gastronomy scene is spoilt for choice. There are two restaurants with two Michelin
stars, Ocean, at Vila Vita Parc resort, in Porches, with its nautical theme and stunning ocean
views, and Vila Joya, the first restaurant in Portugal to get both stars, in Albufeira, that
boasts of a different menu every day.
Four local spots were awarded one star: Bon Bon, close to Carvoeiro beach, offers an
ocean themed menu; Gusto, Conrad Algarve hotel’s restaurant in Quinta do Lago, mixes
Mediterranean Cuisine and Scandinavian design; Vista Restaurant, in the Bela Vista Hotel,
will receive guests for a taste of traditional and Mediterranean cuisine; and the new
sensation Vistas, in Cacela, a place that serves a locally sourced, nature inspired menu.
But there are a lot more: restaurant 2 Passos, a 30-year old spot at Ria Formosa
Nature Park; À do João, the most southern restaurant in Portugal, located in “Ilha do
Farol”; Dom Sebastião and its wine cellar that houses an extensive collection of old
table wines, Port and Madeira;
Faro e Benfica, a fresh fish and seafood place; O Pátio first opened in 1964 and revived in
1983 by a Dutch management; Paixa Restaurant, a tapas spot, that has opened in Vale do
Lobo many years ago; Ramires restaurant in Guia, a place for the unique flavours of chicken
piri-piri; Tertúlia Algarvia with some traditional Algarvian dishes as the Cataplana; Vale D’el
Rei, at Pedras d’el Rei, in a privileged location, with good views overlooking the Natural Park
of Ria Formosa; Veneza, located in Paderne is a traditional restaurant, that houses one of
the best wine cellars in the region.
But these are just some examples…

Touristic Spots
Of course, Algarve’s beaches star in any tour around the region. Starting in Odeceixe, in the
West, the natural, more rugged beauty contrasts with the large, white sand beaches in the
East. In the middle, are some award-winning beaches, like Marinha and stunners like Dona
Ana or Carvoeiro beach, featuring some impressive cliffs and rock formations.
But the region has a lot more to see. Natural parks, mountains and abundant wildlife are all
a short drive away from those epic resorts.
For those looking for come culture, there are ancient castles and convents, and a Moorish
heritage, that is a staple of the region.
There are also charming markets to visit and shop, like in Lagos, Loulé and Olhão, quirky
villages, casinos, spas and many other treats.

Honeymoons
Even if the wedding didn’t take place in the Algarve, there is always the honeymoon, for
the newlyweds to try the best in the region. Hotels and resorts are ready to provide the
honeymoon of one’s dreams, a perfect way to start a life together.
There are choices for everyone, including 3, 4 or 5-star resorts, hotels, apartments, villas
with all the amenities required for the happy couple.
The honeymoon should be a time filled with sunset cruises, moonlight dinners by the sea,
beach walks and massages for two in the region´s many spas. A visit to Monchique’s thermal
waters and trips to Alte and Alcoutim are other romantic getaways, that can be coupled
together with boat rides in Guadiana River or Ria Formosa.
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It all starts
when the party
is over.

www.algarveconvention.com
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